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Minnesota in Profile 

WINNING PARTY FOR STATE SENATE BY PRECINCT 
GENERAL ELECTION NOVEMBER 8, 2022
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WINNING PARTY FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE BY DISTRICT  
GENERAL ELECTION NOVEMBER 8, 2022
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VOTING SYSTEMS USED BY PRECINCT 
GENERAL ELECTION NOVEMBER 8, 2022
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The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota

The Minnesota Secretary of State is the keeper of the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota and 
affixes the seal to government documents to make them official. Just as people authenticate a 
document by signing their name to it, the state seal acts as the State’s signature. 

When Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858, it did not have an official state seal despite a 
constitutional requirement to have one. Minnesota’s first secretary of state, Francis Baasen, wrote 
to Governor Henry Sibley requesting direction on the matter. Sibley authorized Bassen to use 
Minnesota’s previous territorial government’s seal. In the meantime, Sibley began making design 
changes and correcting errors discovered when the seal was cast in metal. He replaced a misspelled 
Latin motto, “Quo sursum velo videre,” which means “I want to see what lies beyond” with a 
French motto, “L’Étoile du Nord,” meaning “the Star of the North.” He also reversed the picture 
on the seal to depict the sun setting in the west instead of rising in the east. Around the seal design 
he placed the words, “The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota 1858.” In 1861, the Legislature 
adopted the new design, making it the official state seal. In 1983, the Legislature altered the seal in 
an attempt to spell out specific design details more clearly in hopes of avoiding the wide variations 
that occurred in past artistic interpretations.

The Great Seal of the State of Minnesota is rich in symbolism. The cultivated ground and plow are 
said to symbolize the importance of agriculture. The Mississippi River and St. Anthony Falls are 
depicted to note the importance of Minnesota’s natural resources. The three pine trees represent the 
state tree, the Red or Norway Pine, and the three great pine regions of the state including the St. 
Croix, Mississippi, and Lake Superior. The tree stump symbolizes the importance of Minnesota’s 
timber industry. 

The depiction of the Native American on horseback is more controversial – as is the relationship 
of that depiction to other symbols in the seal. While some see in the image a tribute to Native 
American culture, some see an illustration of subjugation that is deeply troubling to many Native 
Americans and others. There is some historical evidence suggesting that the path of the Native 
American towards the setting sun in the west was meant as a metaphor for the replacement of 
Native American civilization. 

As this book goes to print, a debate is ongoing at the Minnesota legislature about the suitability 
of the current version of the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota. The legislature is currently 
considering legislation that would empower a commission to recommend changes to the Great Seal. 
A change would require legislative approval and the signature of the governor.  
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State Fish

After being first proposed to be the state fish in 1953, the walleye (Stizostedion vitreum) was adopted 
in 1965(Minnesota Statutes 1.146). This popular game fish is found throughout Minnesota in lakes 
and rivers. The largest walleye ever caught in Minnesota weighed 17 pounds, 8 ounces.  

State Bird

Minnesota’s state bird, the common loon (Gavia 
immer), was adopted by the Legislature in 1961. 
(Minnesota Statutes 1.145) Loons are large black 
and white birds with red eyes. They have wing-
spans up to five feet, body lengths up to three 
feet, and can dive to depths of 90 feet. Its name 
comes from a Norwegian word that means “wild, 
sad cry.” Approximately 12,000 loons make their 
summer homes in Minnesota. 

State Butterfly

The monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus), also known as the 
milkweed butterfly, was adopted as the state’s official butterfly 
in 2000 (Minnesota Statutes 1.1497). The monarch is one of 
the few butterfly species that migrates with the change in 
seasons. Approximately four generations of monarchs are born 
in Minnesota each summer and live roughly four weeks; the 
exception is the last generation of the season, which survives 
for six months. Monarch caterpillars feed almost exclusively 
on milkweed, which grows throughout Minnesota.  

State Drink and Muffin

Milk was adopted as the official state drink in 
1984 (Minnesota Statutes 1.1495). Our state 
produces 9.5 billion pounds of milk a year (4.5 
percent of the nation’s total) and ranks eighth in 
dairy production among the states.

The blueberry muffin was adopted as the offi-
cial muffin of the state of Minnesota in 1988 
(Minnesota Statutes 1.1496).
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State Fruit

The Honeycrisp™ apple was adopted as the state fruit in 
2006 (Minnesota Statutes 1.1475). It was produced from 
a 1960 cross of Macoun and Honeygold apples, as part 
of a University of Minnesota apple-breeding program to 
develop a winter-hardy tree with high quality fruit. Hon-
eycrisp apples are about three inches in diameter, have an 
exceptionally crisp and juicy texture, and are harvested from 
mid-September to mid-October in east-central Minnesota. 

State Flower

From the earliest days, the Legislature wanted the pink and white 
lady slipper (Cyprideum reginae) to be the state flower. However, in 
1893, the Legislature passed a resolution mistakenly naming the wild 
lady slipper as the state flower. The 1902 Legislature passed a new 
resolution to correct its error. In 1967, the Legislature made the pink 
and white lady slipper a state symbol (Minnesota Statutes 1.142). 

One of Minnesota’s rarest wildflowers, this plant thrives in open 
swamps, bogs, and damp woods. Lady slippers grow slowly, taking 
four to 16 years to produce their first flowers, which bloom in late 
June or early July. The plants live for up to 50 years and grow up to 
four feet tall.

State Flag

The Minnesota state flag is royal blue with a gold fringe. In 
the center of the flag is the state seal. Around the state seal is 
a wreath of the state flower, the lady slipper. Three dates are 
woven into the wreath: 1819, the year Fort Snelling was es-
tablished; 1858, the year Minnesota became a state; and 1893, 
the year the official flag was adopted. Nineteen stars ring the 
wreath, symbolizing that Minnesota was the 19th state to enter 
the Union after the original 13. The largest star represents the 
North Star and Minnesota. The present state flag was adopted 
by the Legislature in 1957 (Minnesota Statutes 1.141).

State Gemstone

The Lake Superior agate was named the official state gem-
stone in 1969 (Minnesota Statutes 1.147). This beautiful quartz 
stone is banded with rich red and orange colors derived from 
iron ore in the soil. These agates are normally about the size of 
a pea, but can be as large as 20 pounds. Dispersed throughout 
Minnesota by glaciers in the last Ice Age, these agates can be 
found on the banks of rivers, in gravel pits, or in other places 
where pebbles and gravel abound.
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State Photograph

The photograph “Grace,” depicting an elderly man bowing 
his head and giving thanks, taken by Eric Enstrom in 1918 
in Bovey, Minnesota, was adopted as the official state 
photograph in 2002 (Minnesota Statutes 1.1498).

A copy of the photograph, presented to the state by 
Enstrom’s daughter, Rhoda Nyberg, is on display in the 
Secretary of State’s office in St. Paul.    

 State Soil 

First proposed in 1939, Lester soil became the official state soil in 2012  
(Minnesota Statutes 1.485). Lester soils are well-drained, have a dark gray-
ish brown surface with clay loam and loam subsoils. The characteristics of 
this soil developed from both grasslands and forests. This soil is a valuable 
resouce for forage, corn, and soybean production. Lester soil can be found in 
central and south-central Minnesota.

State Grain

Wild rice (Zizania aquatica), was adopted as the official state grain in 
1977 (Minnesota Statutes 1.148). This aquatic grass is not related to  
common rice and was a staple food for Minnesota’s American Indian 
tribes for centuries. Wild rice is still harvested from lakes in the  
traditional way, by canoe. However, people interested in harvesting wild 
rice in Minnesota must purchase a wild ricing license, similar to a fishing 
or hunting license. Today, as in the past, much of the wild rice produced 
in the world comes from Minnesota. It’s also the only cereal grain native 
to North America. 

State Mushroom

Morchella esculenta, commonly known as the morel, sponge mush-
room or honeycomb morel, was adopted in l984 as the official 
state mushroom (Minnesota Statutes 1.149). Morels are edible and 
considered a rare delicacy. They grow two to six inches high, are 
creamy tan or shades of brown and gray in color, and boast pitted, 
spongy heads, smooth stems and hollow  interiors. In the spring, 
morels can often be found in southeastern Minnesota fields and 
forests.
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State Sport

The 2009 Legislature designated ice hockey as the 
official state sport of  Minnesota (Minnesota Statutes 
1.1499).  Minnesota is home to the U.S. Hockey Hall of 
Fame Museum in Eveleth. In the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics, St. Paul native Herb Brooks was the head coach of 
the gold medal-winning men’s national ice hockey team. 
Team USA upset the Soviet Union 4-3 in what became 
known as the “Miracle on Ice.” Brooks was inducted 
into the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame in 1990.

State Tree

The Red or Norway pine (Pinus resinosa) became the official state tree in 
1953 (Minnesota Statutes 1.143). The Red pine can live to be 400 years 
old and can reach heights of nearly 150 feet with a trunk up to five feet in 
diameter. Its needles are four to six inches long and grow in pairs. 

Red pines when small are popular as Christmas trees, and are harvested 
for use as structural timber and pulpwood when mature. They also make 
suitable poles, pilings, mining timbers, and railroad ties. 

State Bee

The rusty patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) was 
adopted as the state’s official bee in 2019 (Minnesota 
Statutes 1.1465). It is listed as a federally endangered 
species and has declined by 87 percent in the last 20 
years. Minnesota is one of only 10 states where the 
rusty patched bumble bee is currently found. Bumble 
bees are important pollinators for many crops and 
plants, including blueberries, cranberries and even to-
matoes. A variety of native and introduced flowering 
plants, shrubs and trees all provide nectar and pollen 
for the rusty patched and other bumble bees. 

Images: Office of the Governor, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources, and Adobe Stock.
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The governor’s residence, located at 1006 Summit Avenue in Saint Paul, is the official home of 
the governor’s family. The 20-room, 16,000-square-foot English Tudor mansion was donated 
to the state of Minnesota in 1965 by the family of the original owners. Designed by Minneapolis 
architect William Channing Whitney, the residence has nine bedrooms, eight bathrooms, nine 
fireplaces, and sits on 1.5 acres of land. Five people work at the residence: the manager, assistant 
manager, chef, housekeeper and groundskeeper. Free guided public tours are typically available 
during the summer months. For more information, visit mn.gov/admin/governors-residence.

Governor’s Residence

State Song
“Hail! Minnesota,” was written in 1904 by University of Minnesota students Truman E. Rickard 
and Arthur E. Upson. A second verse was penned in 1905. The University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association, owner of the copyright to the song, released its copyright to the words and music, 
and in 1945 the Legislature adopted “Hail Minnesota” as the state song.   
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STATE HISTORIC SITES 

The following historic sites are maintained and operated by the Minnesota Historical Society. For 
more information, go to www.mnhs.org or call (651) 259-3000.

Mille Lacs Indian Museum, Onamia
Minnesota Historical Society

Alexander Ramsey House, St. Paul
Birch Coulee Battlefield, Morton
Charles Lindbergh House and Museum, Little Falls
Comstock House, Moorhead
Folsom House, Taylors Falls
Forest History Center, Grand Rapids
Fort Ridgely, Fairfax
Harkin Store, New Ulm
Historic Forestville, Preston
Historic Fort Snelling, St. Paul
James J. Hill House, St. Paul 
Jeffers Petroglyphs, Comfrey
Lac qui Parle Mission, Montevideo

Lower Sioux Agency, Morton
Marine Mill, Marine on St. Croix
Mill City Museum, Minneapolis 
Mille Lacs Indian Museum, Onamia
Minnehaha Depot, Minneapolis
Minnesota History Center, St. Paul
Minnesota State Capitol, St. Paul
Oliver H. Kelley Farm, Elk River
Sibley Historic Site, Mendota
Snake River Fur Post, Pine City 
Split Rock Lighthouse, Two Harbors
Traverse des Sioux, St. Peter
W.W. Mayo House, Le Sueur 


